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rArarS  Bajagian f  Agriculture  States  Relations  Service,  Office 

and  State  Agricultural  Colleges,  of  Extension  Work,  North  and  West, 

Cooperating.  Washington,  D.  C. 

MEMORANDUM  TO  HOME  DEMONSTRATION  AGENTS 
REGARDING  THE  PLACE  OF  EXTENSION  WORK  WITH  WOMEN 
IN  THE  AGRICULTURAL  EXTENSION  SERVICE 

Florence  E.  Ward 

In  Charge,  Extension  Work  with  Women. 

I.  The  home  demonstration  agents  in  the  Northern  and  Western  States  are 

employed  cooperatively  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
the  State  agricultural  colleges,  and  the  county  or  farm  bureaus 
(rural1'  or  home  bureaus  (urban''  to  carry  on  extension  work  in 
home  economics  in  a  given  county  or  city. 

2.  In  this  enterprise  the  c oopera ting  parties  are  (1)  the  U.S .Department 

of  Agriculture,  represented  by  the  States  Relations  Service,  with 
its  director  and  the  chief  of  the  Office  of  Extension  Work  North 
and  West;  (2)  the  State  agricultural  college,  with  its  president 
or  dean  and  the  director  of  the  extension  service,  who  is  the  joint 
representative  of  the  college  and  the  U.S. Department  of  Agriculture, 
and  (3)  the  county  or  city,  represented  by  the  county  farm  bureau 
or  the  city  home  bureau  or  by  corresponding  local  organi cations , 
through  their  executive  committees.  The  cooperative  agricultural 
extension  service  is  the  official  national  organisation  through 
which  the  extension  ’work  in  agriculture  and  home  economics  is  car¬ 
ried  on  in  each  State,  by  the  U.S. Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
State  agricultural  college,  and  the  county  or  city  extension  organ- 
i zation. 

3.  The  home  demonstration  agent  is  directly  responsible  to  the  State  leader 

of  hone  demonstration  agents,  and  through  her  to  the  State  extension 
director. 

The  home  demonstration  agent  on  the  permanent  staff  of  a  county  farm  bureau 
or  city  hone  bureau  or  corresponding  local  organization  is  in  addition 
responsible  to  the  farm  bureau  or  home  bureau,  through  its  executive 
committee  or  governing  board. 

The  home  demonstration  agent  therefore  has  a  triple  responsibility  as  follows: 

To  the  U.S .Department  of  Agriculture, 

To  the  State  agricultural  college. 

To  the  farm  bureau  or  home  bureau  or  the  corresponding 
county  or  city  organization. 

4.  As  a  representative  of  Federal  and  State  institutions  and  responsible  to  the 

people  for  results,  it  is  expected  and  assumed  that  the  agent  will,  un¬ 
der  direction  of  her  State  leader,  interpret  the  message  of  the  home 
economics  department  of  the  State  agricultural  college  and  the  Office 
of  Home  Economics  of  the  States  Relations  Service. 
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5.  Whenever  ths  home  demonstration  agent  is  appointed  an  officer  of  any  nat¬ 

ional  or  local  vfar  service  organization,  or  whenever,  for  the  same 
reason,  members  of  any  of  these  organizations  constitute  the  local 
group  through  which  the  agent  works,  she  naturally  will  give  her 
patriotic  service,  endeavoring  to  fit  these  phases  of  work  into  her 
own  program. 

6.  Best  results  will  be  secured  where  general  matters  of  such  cooperation 

are  understood  and  agreed  to  between  the  State  leader  (officially 
responsible  for  the  work  of  the  agent1  and  ths  other  State  chair¬ 
men  or  directors  involved.  It  is  the  official  duty  of  the  home 
demonstration  agent  a3  an  ample yee  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  to  cooperate  closely  with  the  local  representatives  of  nat¬ 
ional  war  emergency  organizations  appointed  or  sanctioned  by  the 
Government  where  these  organizations  are  working  along  the  same 
or  similar  lines.  Such  mutual  pooling  of  resources  and  distri¬ 
buting  of  work  makes  it  possible  for  each  agency  to  take  the  part 
for  which  it  is  best  fitted  in  this  time  of  national  stress. 

V/hile  cooperating  wholeheartedly  with  various  organizations  and 
associations,  the  agent  officially  represents  the  U.S. Department 
of  Agriculture,  the  State  agricultural  college,  and  other  agencies 
which  may  be  parties  to  the  cooperative  agricultural  extension 
service . 


PRGANIZATI on  of  THE  STATES  PE LA T IONS  SERVICE 

op  THE 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

The  States  Relations  Service  is  one  of  the  newer  bureaus  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  represents  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  his 
relations  with  the  State  agricultural  colleges  under  acts  c-f  Congress  granting 
funds  to  these  institutions. 

Ths  States  Relations  Service  represents  the  department  admini strati ve- 
ly  in  all  its  extension  activities  in  the  States  paid  for  from  Federal  appro¬ 
priations — that  is,  from  the  Smith-Lever  funds  granted  to  the  State  Agricultural 
Colleges  and  the  regular  or  emergency  appropriations  directly  appropriated  to 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  It  also  has  to  do  with  the  State  experi¬ 
ment  stations  and  conducts  investigations  in  home  economics  and  agricultural 
education . 


The  work  of  the  States  Relations  Service  is  carried  on  through  various 
offices,  with  four  of  which  the  home  demonstration  agent  comes  into  more  or  less 
direct  contact. 

Office  of  ths  Director  -  Dr,  A.  C.  True,  Director. 

This  office  deals  with  the  general  administrative  business  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.  Among  its  divisions  are  the  bureau  accounting  office,  from  which 
the  salaries  and  expense  accounts  of  the  home  demonstration  agents  are 
audited,  and  the  editorial  division,  which  has  charge  oi  the  publica¬ 
tion  and  publicity  work,  as  well  as  the  illustrative  material  of  the 
service.  There  are  also  divisions  which  carry  on  studies  and  prepare 
publications  relating  to  agricultural  schools  and  farmers1  institutes. 
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Office  of  Home  Economics  -  Dr.  C.  F.  Langworthy,  Chief. 

This  is  the  home  economics  subject  mutter  office  for  the  States 
Relations  Service.  It  conducts  "studies  of  food,  dietetics,  clothing 
and  household  equipment,  work  and  management."  Among  these  are  the 
wall  known  calorimeter  studies.  The  farmers'  bulletins  and  scien¬ 
tific  papers  written  by  Dr.  Langworthy  and  his  staff  on  the  nutritive 
values  of  foods  have  long  been  familiar  to  students  of  home  econom¬ 
ics.  During  the  past  winter  this  office  cooperated  with  the  Food 
Administration  in  preparing  and  publishing  the  well  known  "Food 
Leaflets",  and  it  has  since  independently  published  the  "Kitchen 
Card"  and  numerous  leaflets  containing  tested  conservation  recipes. 
Familiar  names  on  the  staff  of  this  office  are  Helen  W.  A.twater, 
Caroline  Hunt,  and  A.  D.  Holmes. 

Office  of  Extension  Work  in  the  South  -  Bradford  Knapp,  Chief. 

This  office  deals  with  the  extension  and  demonstration  work  in 
agriculture  and  home  economics  in  the  Southern  States. 

Office  of  Extension  Work  in  the  North  and  West  -  C.  B.  Smith,  Chief. 

This  office  deals  with  the  extension  and  demonstration  work  in 
agriculture  and  heme  economics  in  the  Northern  and  Western  States. 

The  four  sections  cf  the  Office  cf  Extension  Work,  North  and  West  most 

directly  affecting  the  work  of  the  home  demonstration  agents  are  as 
follows: 


County  Agent  Work,  W.  A.  Lloyd  in  Charge. 

Boys'  and  Girls'  Club  Work,  0.  H.  Benson  in  Charge. 
Extension  Work  with  Women,  Florence  E.  Ward,  in  Charge. 
Farm  Management  Demonstrations,  L.  A.  Moorehouse  in  Charge. 

Through  the  section  dealing  with  extension  work  with  women,  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  cooperates  with  the  State  Colleges  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  county  and  city  organizations  in  the  employment  of  home  demon¬ 
stration  agents  in  the  33  Northern  and  Western  States. 


The  section  of  extension  work  with  women  consists  of  the  officer  in 
charge,  a  scientific  staff  of  eleven  associates  known  as  "assistants  in  exten¬ 
sion  work  with  women",  and  a  clerical  staff  of  twelve  women.  Here  correspon¬ 
dence  is  handled,  appointments  requested  by  State  extension  directors  recommended 
for  approval  and  suggestive  programs  and  teaching  helps  for  home  demonstration 
agents  are  prepared.  Monthly  reports  of  State  leaders  are  read  and  compiled 
and  the  information  thus  secured  is  used  as  a  basis  for  reports  required  by 
the  office  cf  the  chief  for  presentation  to  the  director  of  the  States  Relations 
Service,  for  information  and  use  of  the  Secretary  cf  Agx’iculture  and  for  reports 
to  Congress. 


Members  of  the  scientific  staff  spend  much  time  in  the  field  assis¬ 
ting  State  leaders  in  the  study  of  their  problems,  observing  methods  of  work, 
and  carrying  from  one  Stats  to  another  such  methods  as  have  proved  their  value 
Assistance  is  also  given  in  conducting  training  schools  for  workers. 
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BRIEF  ACCOUNT  OF  LEGISLATION 
DELATING  TO  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF 
EMERGENCY  HOME  DEMONSTRATION  AGENTS 

The  expansion  of  the  home  demonstration  agent  force  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  emergency  home  demonstration  agents  was  authorized  by  the  so-called 
Food  Production  Act  of  1917  -  House  of  Representatives  Bill  <±188,  passed 
August  10,  1S17,  "for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  providing  for  the 
national  security  and  defense  and  carrying  on  the  war  with  Germany  by  gather¬ 
ing  authoritative  information  concerning  the  food  supply,  by  increasing  pro¬ 
duction,  by  preventing  waste  of  the  food  supply,  by  regulating  the  distribu¬ 
tion  thereof,  and  by  ***  other  means  and  methods". 

Among  appropriations  for  other  purposes,  the  above  bill  allotted 
the  sum  of  $4,348, <±00  "for  increasing  food  production  and  eliminating  waste, 
and  promoting  conservation  of  food  by  educational  and  demonst rational  meth¬ 
ods,  through  county,  district,  and  urban  agents  and  others". 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  are  to  cease  to  be  in  effect  "not 
later  than  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year  after  the  termination,  as 
determined  by  the  President,  of  the  present  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Germany". 

On  November  21,  1918,  House  of  Representatives  Bill  11945,  usually 
referred  to  as  the  Emergency  Agricultural  Act  of  3.918,  became  a  law,  Its 
purpose  is  "To  enable  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  carry  out,  during  the 
fiscal  year,  ending  June  thirtieth,  1919,  the  purposes  of  the  Act  entitled 
"An  Act  to  provide  further  for  the  national  security  and  defense  by  stimulat¬ 
ing  agriculture  and  facilitating  the  distribution  of  agricultural  products 
and  for  other  purposes."  This  bill  carried  a  total  appropriation  of 
$6,100,000  for  extension  work,  of  which  $1,327,400  was  for  home  demonstration 
work  in  the  Northern  and  Western  State s- 

During  the  months  between  June  thirtieth  1918,  on  which  date  the 
appropriation  for  emergency  extension  work  carried  by  H.  R.  4188  expired,  and 
November  21  when  H.  R.  11945  was  signed,  the  work  provided  for  in  H.  R.  4188 
was  carried  on  from  month  to  month  by  continuing  resolutions,  which  made  avail¬ 
able  for  extension  work  each  month  ana  twelfth  of  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  fiscal  year  1917-18  in  H.  R.  4188 
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